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The Distinction between Objective Beauty & Subjective Beauty*

Ding Jun

Institute of art education and School of economics, Hangzhou Normal

University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 311121, China

[Abstract] The theories of objectivism and subjectivism on beauty involve
the essence, value source and formative mechanisms of beauty. For a long time,
based on Descartes’s subject—object dualism, people have not yielded out
satisfactory and reasonable explanations about them. Contemporary aesthetic
epistemology gradually returns to ontology which underlies the decisive
transformation of academic paradigm from the classical dualism to the currently
emerging intermediary—based trinity. There is an intermediary object between
object and subject with perceived and felt emotional responses, which embody
both objective and subjective value. This intermediary links the shared mental
and neural mechanisms with the separated ones, transmits value among the
exogenous and endogenous objects, and subject. It deeply reflects the detailed
situation of the interaction between aesthetic subject and object, and plays a
key role in the completion of the Gestalt integration of pluralistic beauty and
sense of beauty.

[Key words] objective beauty and subjective beauty; interaction between

subject and object; Aesthetic intermediary
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